
Vespers of Pascha 

The Priest vests in full vestments.  Standing before the Altar Table, holding in his left hand the 
precious Cross and the three-branched candlestick, he makes the sign of the Cross with the 
censer, and says: 

Priest: + Blessed is our God, always, now and ever and unto ages of ages. 

Amen. 
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Psalm 140 (141):3-10 

Reader: Set a guard, O Lord, over my mouth, 
and a door of enclosure and protection around my lips. 

 Do not incline my heart to evil words, 
to make excuses for sins. 
With men who practice lawlessness, 
not even with their chosen ones will I be joined. 

 A just man will correct and rebuke me with mercy, 
but may the oil of a sinner never anoint my head, 
because again and again my prayer is against their pleasures. 

 Their judges and kings drown holding rocks: 
they will hear my words, for they are sweet. 

 As a clod of earth is crushed on the ground, 
our bones have been scattered beside the grave. 

 For my eyes look to You, O Lord; 
O Lord, in You I trust, do not take away my life. 

 Keep me from the trap they have set for me 
and from the snare of the evildoers. 

 Sinners will fall into their own net; 
I am alone until I pass on. 

Psalm 141 (142) 

 I cry to the Lord with my voice, 
I pray with my voice to the Lord. 

 I will pour out before Him my prayer, 
I will tell my trouble before Him. 
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The Priest and the Deacon turn, make the Sign of the Cross (lesser metania) to the High Place, 
and proceed to their places - the Priest in front of the Altar Table. 

The Gospel Reading 

Deacon: And that we may be accounted worthy of hearing the Holy Gospel, let us 
pray to the Lord God. 

People: Lord, have mercy. (3x) 

Deacon: Wisdom!  Let us attend!  Let us listen to the Holy Gospel. 

Priest: + Peace be unto all. 

People: And to your spirit. 

Priest: The reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. John. 

People: Glory to Your holy Resurrection, O Lord. 

Deacon: Let us attend. 

Priest: (20:19-25) On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, when 
the doors were shut where the disciples were assembled, for fear of the 
Jews, Jesus came and stood in the midst, and said to them, “Peace be 
with you.”  When He had said this, He showed them His hands and His 
side.  Then the disciples were glad when they saw the Lord.  So Jesus 
said to them again, “Peace to you!  As the Father has sent Me, I also 
send you.”  And when He had said this, He breathed on them, and said 
to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit.  If you forgive the sins of any, they 
are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.”  Now 
Thomas, called the Twin, one of the twelve, was not with them when 
Jesus came.  The other disciples therefore said to him, “We have seen 
the Lord.”  So he said to them, “Unless I see in His hands the print of 
the nails, and put my finger into the print of the nails, and put my hand 
into His side, I will not believe.” 
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Vouchsafe 

XI-1 

VOUCHSAFE, O LORD 



Vouchsafe 

XI-2 



Vouchsafe 

XI-3 

 

 


















